Wismar, 120 km east of Hamburg, 45.000 citizens, the income
of every third family depends on Wadan Yards, the only large
company in the region. In August 2008 a Russian investor
takes over the old German company, the future seems save.
Short afterwards the world financial and economical crisis
starts somewhere in the US and hits the old Hanseatic city
hard, 5.000 jobs are endangered.

A race against time starts. We accompany a group of welders
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We accompany the workers, owners and insolvency
administrators. We see them fighting for the rescue of the
shipyard, against ups and downs, between powerlessness,
anger, sadness and hope.

18 month of shooting, 120 hours of material. The crisis stayed
an abstract phenomenon to many, but we see what it means
for the destiny of these workers. The Wadan Yards sink and
reopen with a new owner. Some protagonists go back to the
company, but the conditions are a lot worse. We attend the

throughout the turbulent months and learn that the loss of last shift before the insolvency closedown and the first one

work means a lot more then just the loss of income. “If you
want to be a shipbuilder you have to be born for it says
one of the protagonists and points out what counted in this
region for ages: being a shipbuilder is a reputable job that is
often passed on from generation to generation. Shipbuilding
stands for dignity and quality and characterizes the whole

coast region.
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after reopening.

The film captures, what the crisis leaves behind, the loss
affects social values. People are divided in superiors and
losers, people with work and without work. “Everything is
different now", says one and he means the lifeless feeling in
his chest.
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