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Short overview

● The Netflix Original “A Perfect Crime (German title: Rohwedder – Einigkeit und 
Mord und Freiheit” starts shortly before the 30th anniversary of the German 
reunification on September 25, 2020 exclusively on NETFLIX

● The 4-part true crime series investigates the 1991 killing of politician Detlev 
Rohwedder, an unsolved mystery at the heart of Germany's tumultuous reunification.

● The 40-minute episodes “Martyr”, “Capitalist”, “Occupier” and “Victim” present 
four different perspectives on the figure of Rohwedder and thus possible motives for 
his murder

● The series dives into the dark times immediately after reunification and paints a 
picture of a divided Germany

● Developed and produced by the award-winning gebrueder beetz film production 
(Written by Georg Tschurtschenthaler, Christian Beetz; Directed by Jan Peter, Georg 
Tschurtschenthaler)



SHORT SYNOPSIS
‘A Perfect Crime” investigates the 1991 killing of politician Detlev Rohwedder, an unsolved
mystery at the heart of Germany's tumultuous reunification.

SYNOPSIS
Monday, April 1, 1991, 11:30 pm: Detlev Karsten Rohwedder was shot through the window
on the 1st floor of his villa in Düsseldorf with a sniper shot. Rohwedder was the head of the
“Deutsche Treuhandanstalt”, at that time the largest company in the world. The Treuhand
was responsible for the restructuring and privatization of the entire economy of the former
GDR. The fatal sniper shot from 62 meters tears the country out of the dream of a non-violent
and peaceful reunification. Although a letter of confession from the terrorist organisation of
the Red Army Faction was found at the scene, the perpetrators have not yet been identified.

The  40-minute  episodes  “Märtyrer”  “Capitalist”,  “Occupier”  and  “Victim”  present  four
different perspectives on the figure of Rohwedder and thus possible motives for his murder:
Was it the last spectacular murder of the Red Army Faction - their so-called 3rd generation –
was the East-German secret service Stasi behind the murder or were other forces, for example
Western forces at work?

The series is situated in the years 1990/91, the time immediately after the fall of the Berlin
Wall, and paints the picture of a divided Germany: the radical economic cure is leading to
massive unemployment in the East, the euphoria of reunification has evaporated, in many
cities the Monday demonstrations flare up again and tens of thousands of people take to the
streets, calls for the Kohl government to resign are louder.

The first German Netflix original documentary series offers a multi-perspective view of one
of the most prominent unsolved murder cases of the German post-war period. A turbulent
case and a piece of history that - as we approach the 30th anniversary of German unity -
helped shape the foundation of a nation and still touches the torn soul of this nation and its
people.



PROTAGONISTS

Theo Waigel, FEDERAL MINISTER OF FINANCE, West Germany
One of the key figures in the reunification process, pushing for a fast integration of the GDR in the
West-German capitalist system.

Christa Luft, MINISTER OF ECONOMY, GDR
Reformer and opponent of Waigel. Advocate of a "slow" reunification advocating for a “Third Way”,
a “middle way” between capitalism and socialism. 

Thilo Sarrazin, MINISTRY OF FINANCE, West Germany
Architect of the monetary union, pushed for a radical economic cure after the reunification. According
to Sarrazin the GDR-economy had “zero value”.

Rainer Hofmeyer, HEAD OF FEDERAL ANTI-TERROR FORCE (Bundeskriminalamt)
Top West-German RAF hunter, he believes in the responsibility of the RAF in the Rohwedder case.
At the same time he massively critizises the failure of the secret services in the case.

Lutz Taufer, ROTE ARMEE FRAKTION
Terrorist  of  the  2nd generation  of  the  RAF.  Analyses  the  motivation  and motives  of  the
terrorist organization. 

Anonymous investigator at the FEDERAL ANTI-TERROR FORCE (Bundeskriminalamt)
Worked  for  30  years  in  the  BKA.  Questions  the  responsibility  in  the  Rohwedder  case,
respectively the existence of the third generation of the RAF 

Silke Maier-Witt, ROTE ARMEE FRAKTION
Terrorist of the 2nd generation of the RAF, analysing the confession letter.  

Klaus-Dieter Matschke, BND & VERFASSUNGSSCHUTZ
Was an undercover agent in East Germany in 1991. Got information from former Stasi-generals about
an involvement of the Stasi in the Rohwedder case-

Bernd Wagner, HEAD OF THE DEPARMENT OF STATE SECURITY (GDR), later HEAD
OF  THE  REGIONAL  OFFICE  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION
(BRD)
Analyses the Rohwedder murder and points out the numerous contradictions in the case. 

Winfried  Ridder,  CHIEF  ANALYST  AT  THE  FEDERAL  OFFICE  FOR  THE
PROTECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION, West Germany
One of the main RAF experts  in Germany pointing out  the still  largely unknown role  of  the  3 rd

generation of the RAF that has claimed responsibility for the Rohwedder murder. 



Detlef Scheunert, DIRECTOR TREUHAND, GDR
Sole East German top manager at the Treuhand. Tells of the hopeless situation of Treuhand
due to the rapid monetary union and of Rohwedder's qualities

Michael Hoffmann-Becking, BUSINESS LAWYER TREUHAND

Hero Brahms, VICE PRESIDENT TREUHAND
Friend  and  longtime  companion  of  Rohwedder.  Criticizes  the  politicians  that  installed
Rohwedder as a "lightning rod" and did not protect him sufficiently

Günther Classen, POLICE REPORTER
Took the iconic photo of the window with the three bullet holes.  Has repeatedly bounced off the
General Public Prosecutor's Office in his investigations.

Flake, KEYBOARDER RAMMSTEIN
Central figure in the cultural departure in East Germany after the fall of the wall. Critic of the German
reunification.

Peter-Michael Diestel, LAST MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR OF THE GDR
Suspects economic motives behind the Rohwedder murder

Willi Fundermann, SPOKESMAN FEDERAL ANTI-TERROR FORCE

Kurt Hillmann, DDR FOREIGN TRADE

Peter Bachsleitner, ROHWEDDER’S ASSISTANT

Eberhard Böttcher, STASI Agent

Dieter J. Fox, SECURITY EXPERT

Bruno Webers , TAX INVESTIGATOR TREUHAND

Freke Over, Politician

Johannes Ludewig, FEDERAL CHANCELLERY 


